The Circle Game
Yesterday a child came out to wonder

Caught a dragonfly inside a jar

Fearful when the sky was full of thunder

And tearful at the falling of a star

つい昨日のこと　子供がひとり現れて　不思議だなぁと思い

手を入れて　ビンの中のトンボをつかみ

こわごわ　稲妻でいっぱいの空をのぞき

そして涙を　星が流れるのを見て　流しました
Chorus:

　　　And the seasons, they go round and round

　　　And the painted ponies go up and down

　　　We're captive on the carousel of time

　　　We can't return, we can only look 

　　　Behind from where we came

　　　And go round and round and round

　　　In the circle game

　　　そして季節は　巡り　回り

　　　ペンキで塗られた子馬が　上下します

　　　私たちは　時間の回転木馬から出られません

　　　戻ることはできずに　ただ後ろを振り返るだけ

　　　やって来たところから　私たちは見るだけ

　　　そして　巡り　回り　回転します

　　　サークル・ゲームの中で
Then the child moved ten times round the seasons

Skated over ten clear frozen streams

Words like "when you're older" must appease him

And promises of someday make his dreams

それからその子供は１０回　四季を重ね

スケート遊びを　１０（とお）のきれいに凍った川でして

「大きくなったらね」という言葉に　なだめすかされ

いつの日かきっと　という約束に夢をつなぎます
      Repeat Chorus

Sixteen springs and sixteen summers gone now

Cartwheels turn to car wheels through the town

And they tell him,　"Take your time, it won't be long now

Till you drag your feet to slow the circles down"

１６回の春と１６回の夏が去り

とんぼ返りは　クルマの車輪に負けて　

少年に言います「あわてなさんな　もうじきお前さんだって

足をひきずるようになるさ　時の流れを緩めるためにな」
      Repeat Chorus
So the years went by and now the boy is 20.

Though his dreams have lost some grandeur coming true

There'll be new dreams, maybe better dreams and plenty

Before the last revolving year is through

そして明日を夢見た少年は　今２０歳

夢は　いくぶん輝きをうしなったけれど

新しい夢が生まれるはず　今よりいい夢がたくさん

最後の　目まぐるしく回る一年が終わる前に
      Repeat Chorus
　　And go round and round and round

　　　In the circle game

　　　そして　巡り　回り　回転します

　　　サークル・ゲームの中で
Vocabulary
1. wonder            a. a flowing body of water
2. jar           　　 b.turning around and around
3. fearful            c.kept under control, unable to get away from
4. tearful            d. special quality of greatness
5. captive            e.to satisfy someone who was at first not satisfied
6. carousel           f. feeling amazed especially when you have new experience
7. stream            g.feeling sad
8. appease           h.to pull or move along slowly or with difficulty
9. cartwheel          i.a container often made from glass
10. drag               j.feeling afraid
11. grandeur          k.a merry-go-round
12. revolving          l.a handspring with arms and legs extended
Speaking/Writing Topic

What were you like when you were a child? What kinds of things did you like to do? What were you afraid of? Was there a time when you wanted to do something, but your parents said, “Wait until you’re older”. How have you changed since you’ve grown up?
